Removal Of Household Goods Administrative Weight Limitation For Accompanied Marines/Sailors Executing Permanent Change of Station (PCS) Orders To Japan 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) Supporting MARADMIN 221-19


Do accompanied Marines or Sailors (assigned to Marine units) executing orders to Japan have an Administrative Weight Limit (AWL)?
No, a recent change to the JTR eliminated the Household Goods (HHG) AWL for accompanied Marines and Sailors (assigned to Marine units) executing orders to, from or between duty stations in Japan. 

When does the change to the AWL take effect?     
Effective 2 April 2019, Marines issued Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders with an effective date on or after 2 April 2019 are now authorized to take 100% of their full JTR weight allowance.  Note that the effective date of orders IS NOT the date orders were issued. 

EXAMPLE:  A Service member ordered to make a PCS is required to report to the new PDS on 10 June. The Service member anticipates that the official distance of 2,100 miles will be traveled by POV. The Service member changes plans and travels by air. The Service member reports in on 9 June.
-- 10 June is the Authorized reporting date.   
-- 9 June is the Actual reporting date.  
-- Less 1 day travel time is 8 June.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]-- Add 1 day is 9 June, so the PCS Order Effective Date is 9 June.

Contact your local Personal Property Office, located within the Distribution Management Office (DMO) on all Marine Corps Installations. When not located at a Marine Corps installation, email us at usmcpersonalproperty@usmc.mil.

Is there a change for unaccompanied personnel?
There is no change at this time to the AWL for unaccompanied personnel.

I received my orders prior to 2 April 19, does this change apply to me?
This entitlement does NOT apply for those members with an effective date of orders prior to 2 April 2019.  There is NO entitlement for Marines who executed orders under the previous AWL to now ship additional property or to release property from Non-Temporary Storage (NTS) for shipment to Japan.

Does the change to the AWL impact me if I already executed a PCS move to Japan?
This policy change does NOT retroactively apply to Service Members who have already executed a PCS move to Japan regardless of whether they received approval for delay of dependent travel or a tour conversion.   

Does this change to policy change my Non-Temporary Storage (NTS) entitlement?
The option for CONUS NTS remains an entitlement authorized for Service Members in conjunction with a PCS move to Japan.  If exercised, the NTS option would be executed IAW existing process/procedures.  Service Members are advised, however, to work closely with their command-designated sponsor and their supporting Housing Office in Japan to determine availability of on-base housing in order to make an informed decision regarding what property to ship and what property to place in CONUS NTS.  Our Housing Offices will inform you of the availability of major appliances, which may be provided to you for your assignment (i.e. washer, dryer, refrigerator, stove, etc.), and type and size of housing available in order to enable you to determine whether to ship or store your HHGs.  There is an option available for you to request the use of temporary government furniture (bedroom, dining room, living room, etc.) until your HHGs arrive.  




How will I know if the change impacts me?
Visit your local Personal Property Office to determine the impact to your PCS.  Additionally, Personal Property Offices will immediately contact all Marines impacted by this change.  Individuals can find additional information and references at www.move.mil. 

Will there be government sponsored or commercial self-store facilities in Japan to store my excess property, if all doesn’t fit in my overseas house?
No, there is very limited to no gov’t/commercial storage available, so Marines and their Families must carefully plan their move, and only take what will fit into their overseas home.  Marines should talk with their overseas command-designated sponsor and get a feel for the size of quarters make an informed decision on what to ship and what to store. 

If I ship my HHGs to Japan, if everything doesn’t fit in my house, can I ship it back to the states?
No, further transportation or storage is NOT funded once HHGs have arrived in country. 

Can I still store some of my household goods in long term storage and ship the rest?
Yes, you are still entitled to long term storage of your household goods that you don’t want to ship.  The total combined weight of what is in storage and shipped overseas can’t exceed your total authorized JTR weight allowance.  

If I receive In Place Consecutive Overseas Orders or Tour Conversion, would I rate the AWL?
No.  Your initial orders bringing you to Japan are where the entitlement comes from. 

Now that I am able, should I ship all my household goods to Japan?
It is advised to check with your command-designated sponsor as well as the housing office in order to make an informed decision on how much to bring and/or what not to bring.

How do I know who my command-designated sponsor is?
Sponsorship is the gaining commander’s program.  You will need to reach out to your gaining command, if the command has not done so, to find out who your sponsor is.

Is it wise to bring oversized furniture and appliances?
No. Houses on base and in the local economy are smaller than US style homes.  Appliances are normally available in base housing units and rental properties.  Contact your command-designated sponsor or the Housing Office in Japan supporting your assigned installation for specific information.

When returning from my Japan tour, does my Non-Temporary Storage (NTS) weight count against my HHG move?
Yes.  Combined weight of all of your shipments can not exceed you maximum entitlement. 

Who can I speak with for additional information?
Contact your command-designated sponsor and/or your local Personal Property Office, located within the Distribution Management Office (DMO) on all Marine Corps Installations. For Marines and Families not located at a Marine Corps installation, email us at usmcpersonalproperty@usmc.mil.

